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A prosecution under the Hobbs Act is governed by the general five-year limitation period.! Extortion under the Hobbs Act is 
a continuing offense so that the expiration of the statute of limitations is not a valid defense where there is a single continuous 


lan of extortion embracing multiple payments over a period of years.” However, the government has the burden of provin 
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beyond a reasonable doubt at trial that the continuing offense was still being committed within the relevant period.” 
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Footnotes 

1 U.S. v. Provenzano, 334 F.2d 678 (3d Cir. 1964), referring to 18 U.S.C.A. § 3282. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided by law, no person may be prosecuted, tried, or punished for any 
offense, not capital, unless the indictment is found or the information is instituted within five years next after 
such offense will have been committed. 18 U.S.C.A. § 3282. 
U.S. v. Forszt, 655 F.2d 101 (7th Cir. 1981). 

3 U.S. v. Castellano, 610 F. Supp. 1359 (S.D. N.Y. 1985). 
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